Wales Coastal Ecosystem Group Priority Habitat Meeting 7" Dec, 2010
Aberystwyth

Attendees: Peter Rhind —Chair (CCW); Mike Howe (CCW); Duncan Ludlow
(CCW); Jan Sherry (CCW -by VC); Matty Murphy (CCW); Chris Wynne (Wildlife
Trusts Wales); Sean McHugh (WBP)

Apologies. Mark Winder (Swansea City Council/S Waes LBAPs); Rod Jones
(CCW); Quentin Grimley (CCW); Mike Bailey (CCW); David Cowley (Anglesey
CC/ N Wales LBAPs); Richard Brassington (EAW); Richard Ellis (National Trust).

Peter welconmed all to the neeting.

Priority Mapping

Jan Sherry (CCW joined by teleconference and tal ked the group
through the Priority habitat mapping process (see attached
presentation). The critical Level as far as the CEGis concerned is
Level 3 which the group is responsible for in setting priority
actions. A synopsis of priority actions for each habitat is required
and we can | ook at the work carried out by the Low and G assland &
heat hl and Group (LGHG .

ACTI ON: Peter Rhind to review synopsis of LHLG and produce Coast al
synopsis for each project once priorities are finalised.

In brief,the Priority Habitat Mapping exercise draws in GS and
survey information to create 3 |levels of spatial expression outlined
bel ow. Much of the work is designed to feed into the NEF and a first
pass of all habitats is expected by January. The work will also be
critical for guiding actions to deliver BAP in Wl es.

LEVEL 1

Priority habitat distribution, habitat Resource Base and habit at

net wor ks.

WIIl incorporate JimLathams work using the FC tool, starting with
grassl and habitats & eventually all habitats. WIIl |ook at core and
focal networks and assign scores for different habitats (priority &
non-priority habitats) within the network. E.g. if the priority
habitat is adjacent inproved grassland then it will receive a | oner
wei ghting for connectivity in the assessnent.

LEVEL 2

Habitat Priority Managenent, restoration and expansi on Areas
Identifies key areas in which to target action e.g. restoration areas
based mainly on Gastir with nodifications as appropriate. WIIl feed
into NEF Evidence work stream

LEVEL 3

Habitat Priority Action

Ecosystem Groups will lead on this. Critical |ocations for

bi odi versity action to restore and prevent biodiversity |loss. This
wi Il be based on LBAP habitat priorities i.e priority habitat type(s)
will targeted for each LBAP area. For each location a brief synopsis
of priority actions and species benefiting fromaction will be
produced. This will guide LBAP work and will produce a |ist of
actions WAG could sign up to. dastir could be used as a funding
mechani sm Species on the whole will be integrated into habitats at
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In the light of the above, Peter Rhind will nodify the Coastal Action
framework and will incorporate comments received fromM ke Howe and
Ri chard May. This will be circulated to the group for conment.

ACTI ON: Peter Rhind to update Coastal Action Framework and
circulate to the group

Coastal ecosystem G oup Fundi ng Award

Grant schened from WAG adm ni stered by Environnent Wales; 15K

maxi mum open to voluntary sector organi sations. Deadline for grant
submission is 7" Jan 2011. Funds need to be spent by April 2012
Chris Wnne is submtting a project based on Cenyln Bay shingle.
Proj ect proposal need to be approved by the chair of the ecosystem
group. Duncan Ludlow will contact groups in S Wal es and canvass for
sui tabl e projects.

ACTI ON: Pl ease contact Peter if you have any suitable projects.

Sean McHugh to ask Richard Ellis to see if National Trust are
submitting projects and progress on the Freshwater West project.
Likely that Butterfly Conservation will subnmit a project in
Ceredi gion for coastal grassland i nprovenent for pearl-bordered
fritillary. CCWis hoping to inprove grazing on cliff slope and
excavate nest banks in the soft cliff this winter at Port Nei gw
which will help Gsmi a xant homnel ana.

Nat ural Envi ronnent Franework
The group did not have tinme to discuss this in detail. The deadline
for responses is 31%' Dec 2010.

LBAP and Agency Conmuni cati ons
Not ed that the group needs to communi cate the CEG aspirations,
actions and work plan to a broader audi ence.

ACTION: Al please send in your ideas to Sean McHugh. To get the bal
rolling a few things to consider; an article in Natur; representative
of the group has a slot with a target LBAP/ Agency neeting; devel op
key messages to distribute to a wi der audi ence.

AOCB

Meeting attendance. A poor turnout was recorded - only six attendees,
four of whomwere CCW Noted that comments on agenda itens, coasta
reports etc are infrequent. The next full neeting of the group is due
in Apr/May 2011 and we have the option of neeting in Penbrokeshire
and undertaking a field visit or conducting a video/tel econference.

ACTI ON: Pl ease can you state your neeting preference




