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UK-NEA Broad Habitats (ecosystems) 

Mountains, moors and 
heathlands 

Semi-natural grasslands Enclosed farmland Woodland 

    

  
 Freshwater, wetlands 

and floodplains 
 Urban Marine Coastal margins 

    

ά9ŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ όŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎύ 
and the non-living components of those habitats, such as soil, water, air and sunlight.  
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Ecosystem Goods & Services 

Provisioning services  

ω food 

ω fibre 

ω fuel 

ω bio-materials 

ω water 

 

Supporting services  

ω soil formation 

ω nutrient cycling 

ω water cycling 

ω primary production 

Cultural services  

ω aesthetic 

ω cultural heritage/ 
sense of place 

ω education 

ω health 

ω recreation   

ω spiritual/religious                       

ω tourism 

 

Regulating services  

ω climate 

ω hazard control 
(flood/erosion) 

ω pests & disease 

ω pollination  

ω pollution 
(noise/toxic) 

ω air/soil/water 
quality 
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Biodiversity 
Refugia and corridors 

Powys NRW 



Provisioning Services 

Food 



Provisioning Services 
Fodder 



Provisioning Services 
Fibre and fuel 

Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust 



Regulating Services 

Pollination  

 



Regulating Services 
Soil carbon 
άDǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ 
amounts of carbon in their 
topsoils and contribute more 
than 32% of the total C stored in 
British topsoils, second only to 

ǇŜŀǘ ōƻƎǎέΦ  

NERC-CEH Countryside Survey 



Regulating Services 

ÅWater quality 

 

Mark 
Walsingham, 
National Trust 



Regulating Services 
Hazard control (flooding/soil erosion) 

 

Bob Vaughn NRW 



Regulating Services 

ά{ǿŀƭŜǎέ 



ñRainscapeò programme 

Key elements P 

Working with communities 1,12 

Flood protection 3 

Climate change adaptation 9 



Regulating Servicesg 
Water and air pollution control 



Multiple ecosystem 
service benefits 

DC/WW 



Alex and Bob`s  
Blue Sky Scotland 

Cotswold Life Yorkshire Post 

Cultural  Services 

ωaesthetic 

ω cultural heritage/ 
sense of place 

ω spiritual upliftment          



Cultural Services - recreation and tourism ς not! 



The Ecosystem Approach 

ά¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ 
management of land, water and living resources that  
promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable 
ǿŀȅέ  

(UN Convention on Biological Diversity) 

 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
 and its health as a whole rather than dealing with individual 
 aspects separately. It means setting our priorities to better 
 meet strategic outcomes rather than tackling individual 
 ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ ƛƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ  

(Wales Environment Green Paper) 

 



Alun Davies AM, Blaenau Gwent (Lab.)    
Welsh Government Minister for Natural 

Resources and Food 

άThe principles of the ecosystem 
approach are at the heart of the 
Bill, ensuring that the value of our 
ecosystems can be properly 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘέ  



Charles Falzon 



 
Ecosystem Approach Framework 

 

1. Core  

Principles 

How we work 

3. The 

Process 

Key 

Steps 

4. Evidence 

And Resources 

Data 

Tools and guidance 

 

2. Ecosystem  

Services 

A  

Checklist 



Ecosystem Services 
 

Provisioning,  Regulating,  Cultural 

Supporting System & Services 

Benefits to Society 
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Biodiversity 

Aesthetic/spiritual 

Flood risk 

Disease 

Water purification 

Climate regulation 

Carbon sink 

Water quantity 

Genetic resources 

Recreation/tourism 

Fibre 

Food 

In
c
re

a
s
in

g
ly

 c
h

a
ll

e
n

g
in

g
 

Valuing Ecosystem Services 

Charles Falzon 
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Source: IEEP 





How to build Green Infrastructure? 
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Green Infrastructure ï sustainable investments for the benefit 
of people and nature  

Integrated planning needed 

SURF Conference 




