Enclosed Farmland Ecosystem Group (EFEG) meeting,
23 February 2011, Rhodfa Padarn, Aberystwyth, 11am — 3.30pm

Present: Trevor Dines (TD) Plantlife (In the Chair)
Caryn Le Roux (CLR) Welsh Assembly Government
Hilary Miller (HM) Countryside Council for Wales
Clare Burrows (CB) Countryside Council for Wales
Gethin Davies (GD) Snowdonia National Park
Helen Buckingham (HB) National Trust
Cath Shellswell (CS) Plantlife

Action Points:Frances Gillett (FG) Welsh Assembly Government

Apologies:  Arfon Williams RSPB
Rosie Carmichael Carmarthenshire County Council
Alys Edwards Wales Biodiversity Partnership
Glenda Thomas FWAG

1.

Introductions and Apologies

Trevor took the chair for the meeting, accepted apologies, and welcomed
Helen to her first meeting.

2.

Minutes and Action points from last meeting

See action points 1 — 18 below.

Steve Chambers (WAG) has taken over the co-ordination role for the
Defra R and D Wildlife and Countryside Programme. We still need to
define a process for being able to contribute and/or keep aware of what
is happening. APs 1,19

A list of resources for the WBP website was agreed, with further work
needed on survey methods, see later item. The group agreed that
management advice provided should be endorsed by the group, rather
than signposting to many different sources of information. As a starting
point it was agreed to use the forthcoming Glastir management
factsheets, as and when they are produced, once the group has had
the chance to comment on/amend them.

Links will be made to the UK HAP group websites for Hedgerows and
Orchards. The UK Arable HAP group seems to have ceased.

APs 2,20 -24
Hilary agreed to take forward the TPO review issue with the information
received from the group. AP 25

Other action points were concluded or dealt with in the meeting.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

Spatial priorities for habitat action — a subgroup meeting was held on
12/01/11, a note of that meeting had been circulated. The actions from
that meeting were reviewed and updated. Trevor has produced level 3
actions for priority arable areas identified through the process. The
group was asked to comment on these, to make them as useful as



possible. When completed they will be placed on the resources area of
our webpage. APs 31-35

e Biodiversity Grant Fund — the group has endorsed two applications
from the National Trust this year: a new orchard at Plas yn Rhiw, Lleyn
peninsular, and a standing barley crop at the Vile, Gower. However it
was felt that further use could have been made of the grant by other
organisations had criteria and application conditions been different.
The group was asked to provide and comments on the Grant to CLR to
feedback to WBP. AP 36

e NEF update, inc. proposed new Terms of reference — At the EG Chairs
meeting, a proposed set of Terms of Reference had been discussed,
and these were shared with the group. It was felt that the ToRs were
reasonable as an aspiration. However, while the Living Wales process
is ongoing it is not yet clear what the group would do in the future —
when that is known, a more explicit set of ToRs should be defined. It
was felt that in the meantime the group should continue to work to the
clearly defined Terms of Reference for the Ecosystem Groups as set
out on the WBP website. The current work of the group was also
briefly discussed — action is progressing, but at a slower rate than
hoped because of workloads of group members. It was felt that a
positive way forward, especially in light of a widening remit, would be
for each EG to support a paid officer. CLR to feedback to WBP on the
Draft ToRs. AP 37

4. Draft action plans to be submitted for consultation

Species actions have been added in to the plans where applicable, although
some inconsistencies between species plans and habitat plans had been
identified during the process. TD to feed back information on that to the
Species Expert EG. Action plans to be reviewed and completed by CLR and
HM for consultation as soon as possible.

A new action plan has been drawn up for 'Low Input Arable land’ as opposed
to Arable Field Margins. This will be posted on BARS for consultation also,
but will also provide some clarification of the change in priority habitat, and
targets. APs 38 - 40

5. Agreeing survey and monitoring and data recording methods

One of the key roles of the group is to identify knowledge gaps and address
them. One of our aims has been to improve the knowledge of the resource
base for each of the our priority habitats, by promoting common survey
methodologies, with a database for depositing survey information. The survey
methodology for traditional orchards has been agreed, and details will be
placed on the resource area of our webpage with instructions for surveying
groups on how to find out more.

There is a survey methodology produced by the UK Hedgerow HAP group,
which has been in use in England for some time. Concerns have been
expressed about the complexity of this method for use by volunteers, and a
cut down version has been sourced. It was agreed that this method should be



endorsed, but a support package should be sought to provide for training and
expenses for volunteers, as is available in England. APs 26 - 30

It was agreed to endorse the Plantlife Important Arable Plant Area
assessment methodology, however this would require specialist ecological
knowledge to apply, and any enquiries regarding the methodology will be
directed to Plantlife. AP 41

6. R and D needs had previously been discussed in matters arising, and
no further action could be taken at this point.

7. Communication needs had mostly been covered while addressing the
resources for the WBP website. However it was suggested that a
stand at the next WBP conference could be used to highlight to LBAPs
what further advice and information we could provide. This could be
useful for all the EGs to promote what they have been doing.

AP 42

8. Policy issues

e WAG policy leads - a list of policy leads has been compiled by
WBP, and the group was asked to nominate the three posts they
would like to establish links with. All were asked to send their three
nominees to Caryn by 11/3/11. AP 43

e Glastir — Gethin had received a breakdown of options applied for in
Glastir applications. There was a good uptake of hedgerow options
but the very low uptake of arable options was noted. This
breakdown to be circulated. AP 44

9. AOB and 3 key messages

Claire reported back from the meeting between EGs and WAG held recently.
Of note was that the EIA Agriculture Regs do apply to Orchards,
notwithstanding the need to apply for a Felling Licence. Awareness of this
should be raised. WAG is going to improve communication to CCW and
others of action taken under the Regs.

Key messages from this meeting:

e In the light of the good co-ordinated hedgerow survey work done in
England, the group will explore the possibility of establishing a
hedgerow survey project fund, along similar lines.

e The spatial priorities exercise is continuing, and priority action areas
have been identified for arable land. The recommended actions for
those areas are being completed, and LBAPs will be notified when they
are available.

e Action plans for Hedgerows and Traditional Orchards will shortly be
published for consultation on the BARS advisory pages.

10.Date of next meeting



Wednesday 8 June, possibly at SNP offices at Penrhyndeudraeth

Action

Points, EFEG, 23.02.11

ACTION

WHO?

PROGRESS

Action

Points 1 — 18 from meeting held on 13 October 2010

Chase up a future process for R
and D and how we would structure
a bid. CB noted that she needs
the research projects list from
Welsh Assembly Government’s
Steve Chambers.

Caryn

Steve
Chambers will
let us know
what R and D
projects Defra
are doing.

Populate EFEG resources section
of WBP website with links and
relevant papers. CLR to compile
list for group to agree.

Gather publications and send CB
copies for her to look at for Glastir
factsheet.

Feedback to WBP on navigation of
website issues.

CLR

Ongoing

Talk to Ray Woods and Alan Hale
to pull together list of trees and
lichens (section 42 species) that
could benefit from extended TPO
legislation.

CS

Done

Circulate ‘protection through policy
and legislation’ document for
information.

CLR

Done

Ask National Trust for a summary
report on the Trefrane project.

CLR

Done

Follow up on species sign posting
and assess what is relevant for
EFEG. A paper has now been
produced assigning actions to
EGs.

CLR to
circulate

Done

Copy relevant species actions into
each habitat action plan.

FG -CLR to
provide info

Done as far
as possible

Respond to Living Wales
consultation as discussed

CLR

Done

Convene subgroup meeting to
progress spatial priorities mapping

CB

Done

10

Review Hedgerow Survey

CB

Ongoing




methodology and discuss
concerns with RC.

11

Find and send cut down version of
hedgerow survey method to CB.

CS

Done

12

Talk to James Skates about the
future specification of Glastir

monitoring of Arable Field Margins.

Also importance of instigating
monitoring at the start of the
Scheme.

CLR

Ongoing

13

Find the report of ADAS research
work on condition assessment of
AFMs.

CB/TD

Ongoing

14

Draw up AFM action plan - include
arable field margins survey
methods.

CB/DL

Done

15

Circulate PTES orchard survey
methodology

HM/CLR

Nearly done

16

Incorporate further feedback into
Hedgerow and Traditional Orchard
action plans, and forward to WBP
for consultation.

CLR

Done by end
of meeting

17

Circulate the EFEG policy issues
document with response from the
Policy Group.

CLR

Done

18

Find out who is responsible for
TPOs in WAG, maybe Jo Smith

FG

Done

Action

Points from 23 Feb 2011

19

Pull together list of R and D
projects we would like

CB

20

Take to WBP need for easy
access information/resource
website for each ecosystem group.

CLR

21

Put link from Glastir web pages to
our website.

CLR

22

Contact John Stratton about status
of UK AFM HAP group re various
concerns

CLR

23

Write fallow margins factsheet for
Glastir

CB and CS

24

Circulate updated Glastir

CB




factsheets for comment from the
group (with timescale for comment
return)

25

Report back on findings from
talking to Jo Smith re TPOs

HM

26

Research potential funding
sources for hedgerow surveying in
Wales

AE?

27

Find out about funding and
administration of England’s
hedgerow survey

CLR

28

Write to local authorities about
hedgerow survey

CLR

29

Raise with Botanical SocietyBI
about hedgerows survey

TD

30

Find details of funding received by
SNPA for hedgerow planting from
the Tree Council ( Stella Artois)

GD

31

Update Glastir map and request
that James Skates sends out
arable records to Ecosystems
Group from TG monitoring project

CS

32

Email CS and TD to remind them
that her replacement needs S42
species records

CB

33

Complete arable project area
descriptions and circulate to group

CSand TD

34

Comment on arable project area
descriptions

All

35

Follow up Colin Chapman re MSc
student for orchard identification

CLR

36

Ask Tracey Lovering to collate
comments on the Biodiversity
Grant Fund

CLR

37

Living Wales Terms of reference -
write and circulate response to
Diana Reynolds

CLR

38

Look at action plans and take out
actions that aren’t relevant, add
generic action to achieve targets.
Submit hedgerows and orchards
plans for consultation.

CLR/HM/TD
and CS

39

TD to feedback to species expert
group on actions on BARS website
that aren’t relevant/feasible. FG to
highlight issues found.

TD/IFG

40

Circulate revised version of arable
action template to EFEG, by mid
March.

TD




41

Collate survey methodologies for a
paper to be agreed at the next
meeting, including the arable
survey method from Plantlife.

CLR

42

Talk to Tracey Lovering about a
stand/promotion at the next WBP
conference. Circulate details of
where/when conference will be
held.

CLR

43

Nominate 3 posts from the WAG
personnel list for group policy
contacts.

All

43

Circulate Glastir breakdown.

GD

44

Compile 3 key messages from the
group for circulation to LBAPs.

CLR




