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Introduction

Nature exists in a physical space — in the fields, woods, rivers, and
seas that weave together a web of life. This web shapes the air we
breathe, the food we eat, the water we drink, and the culture that

inspires us. When nature thrives, so do we.

That’s why the world has committed to an ambitious goal: by
2030, at least 30% of land, freshwater, and sea should be
conserved, restored, and managed well for nature. This is known
as the “30by30” (30x30) target.

In Wales, achieving this goal means more than safeguarding our
existing network of designated sites. It also means recognising
and supporting other places that already contribute to nature’s
recovery — or have the potential to do so.

These areas, referred to as Naturfa sites complement our
designated sites and help form a nationwide resilient ecological
network. Together, they restore biodiversity and sustain the
benefits that nature provides to everyone across Wales.

That is our vision.

What is Naturfa?

‘Naturfa’ (nah-tir-va) is a new word meaning ‘a place for nature’

Naturfa status is a new, voluntary approach to supporting nature’s
recovery. It celebrates stewardship of land, freshwater, and sea,
where individuals, communities, and organisations actively secure
biodiversity and its benefits for current and future generations -
looking ahead over at least 25 years.

Naturfa status is a voluntary recognition, not a designation.

Naturfa is built on a common-sense, evidence-based approach. We
focus on outcomes for nature, not prescribing how they are
achieved. Any management style is welcome if it delivers long-

term benefits for biodiversity and people.

Anyone can play a part in creating Naturfa sites, helping Wales
achieve its 30by30 goal.

Whilst Naturfa is uniquely, and proudly Welsh, its standards are
recognised internationally — whether as Nature30 in Scotland or
Shizen Kyouset Saito in Japan. Naturfa status means joining a
global network of areas contributing to nature’s recovery.

For further information, please refer to our Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs).



https://www.gov.wales/30by30-framework-wales-html#173290

What does this tool do?

This tool is designed to help anyone responsible for managing
land assess whether their site could qualify for Naturfa status,
addressing criteria defined in the 30by30 Framework for Wales.

You can complete it yourself or work through it with an advisor.
If you have any questions and would like to request additional

support, please contact 30x30inWales@gov.wales.

Participation in this process is entirely voluntary.
For further guidance, please refer to the FAQs.

Technical terms are highlighted in bold and defined in the
accompanying Glossary.

Once submitted, your application form, including supporting
evidence, will be held by Welsh Government and will be shared
with members of the Welsh Government’s Biodiversity Strategic
Implementation Group. All personal data will be stored and
processed in compliance with the UK GDPR and Data Protection
Act 2018. For more information, please see Welsh Government’s

Privacy Notice and our Naturfa Privacy Notice.

© Hawlfraint y Goron / © Crown copyright (2026) Cymru Wales



https://www.gov.wales/30by30-framework-wales-html
mailto:30x30inWales@gov.wales
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-government-privacy-notice
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-government-privacy-notice

How to use this tool

This tool consists of three steps. Steps 1 and 2 should be

completed before proceeding with Step 3.

Step 1. Screening

Is your site likely achieve Naturfa status?

This step helps you quickly identify whether a site is likely to
meet the criteria and can proceed to a full assessment.
Information provided at this step is for your own use and should
only be submitted if the site passes screening, as part of the full

assessment.

Step 2. Consent for Full Assessment

Confirm that the governing authority and relevant rights
holders have given Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC)
to proceed with a full assessment; agree the boundary to be

assessed.

Step 3. Full Assessment

Use the guiding questions to check if your site meets Naturfa

criteria.

Next Steps

Instructions on what to do next, now you have completed your

assessment.

Glossary

A list of technical terms and their definitions.

Supplementary Information

Additional material to support your assessment




Step 1. Screening

This step helps you to rapidly screen sites that may be important
for supporting biodiversity and ecosystem function and are
likely to meet Naturfa qualifying criteria during a full assessment.

The results of this screening are for your use only. Do not submit
them to Welsh Government at this stage. They are intended to
help you identify sites with the greatest potential for Naturfa
recognition and decide whether a full assessment is worthwhile. If
the site passes screening, include the screening results as part of
the full assessment submission.

© Hawlfraint y Goron / © Crown copyright (2026) Cymru Wales
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Identify the site

Site name (Cymraeg)

Click or tap here to enter text.

Site name (English)

Click or tap here to enter text.

County/Unitary Authority

Click or tap here to enter text.

Other description of location (e.g. name of river, mountain, area)

Click or tap here to enter text.

Name of organisation/group/individual carrying out the
screening assessment

Click or tap here to enter text.

Date of screening (dd/mm/yyyy)

Click or tap to enter a date.




Screening Criterion 1a: Not already
legally designated for nature
conservation

Purpose

To avoid double-counting, areas that are already designated,
recognised, and reported as Protected Areas under 30by30 cannot
be additionally recognised with Naturfa status.

Assessment

2.1s your site within a Designated Landscape?

(National Park or National Landscape)

1. Is the site designated as any of the following?
e Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
e Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs)
e Ramsar sites
e Special Protection Areas (SPAs)

e Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)

O Yes, the entire site is designated (end of screening — site is not
eligible for Naturfa status)

O No, the site is not designated (proceed to question 2)

O Partially designated (only part of the site is designated)
(proceed to question 2)

OYes (proceed to Criterion 1b)

OONo (proceed to Criterion 2)

Guidance

For the purposes of 30by30 in Wales, Protected Areas will have

at least one of the following designations across their entirety:

o Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
e Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs)

e Ramsar sites

o Special Protection Areas (SPAs)

o Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)

If a site is fully designated as one of the above, it cannot be

recognised with Naturfa status.

However, where a larger site includes both designated and
undesignated areas, the undesignated areas may still qualify if
they meet all other criteria.



https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/types-of-protected-areas-of-land-and-sea/

Screening Criterion 1b: Site in a

designated landscape

Purpose

To identify how your proposed Naturfa site relates to the
purposes and priorities set out in the relevant National Park or
National Landscape Management Plan.

Assessment

1. Which Designated Landscape is your proposed Naturfa site
located within?

Insert name of Designated Landscape e.g. Eryri National Park

2. Please briefly describe how your proposed Naturfa site has
had regard to the purposes and priorities of the Designated
Landscape.

To support this, please reference one or more relevant
objectives or priorities from the Designated Landscape
Management Plan. You do not need to reference the whole

plan; a small number of relevant objectives is sufficient.

Click or tap here to enter text.

This information is intended to demonstrate awareness of the designated
landscape in which your site sits and to support lawful decision-
making. It does not require conformity with the Management Plan, nor
does it impose additional management obligations.

3. Would you like the relevant Designated Landscape team to

contact you to offer advice or support? (recommended)

O Yes

[ No
Selecting ‘No’ will not affect your application in any way.

Engagement with the relevant Designated Landscape team can be a
helpful part of developing a Naturfa application, particularly where
practical advice, local knowledge or opportunities for collaboration
may add value.

If you have already engaged with the Designated Landscape body, you
may briefly note this here. Engagement is encouraged but is not a
requirement for progressing through screening.




Guidance

Designated Landscapes (National Parks and National Landscapes)
each have a Management Plan that sets out their shared vision
and priorities for nature, people, and the special qualities of the
area.

If your site lies within a Designated Landscape, your assessment
must show awareness of these priorities by referencing at least
one relevant objective or priority from the Management Plan.
Many sites already contribute naturally to these aims through
work such as creating habitats, improving access, or looking after
heritage.

Here are some example answers:

1. (Public sector) The proposed Naturfa site delivers ‘Strategic
Obyjective NLH10 Safeguard and enhance heather moorland,
calcareous grasslands and limestone pavements within the
(Clwydian Range and Dee Valley) National Landscape through
sustainable land management measures. .. and improving
understanding of their significance’ (2020-2025 Management Plan
p34)

2. The proposed Naturfa site supports ‘Outcome A2.2 of Cynllun
Eryri 2020: Biodiversity decline is being addressed through

maintenance, restoration, expansion and connectivity activities’

10

3. Our community site is managed for its bistoric environment
feature, to enable access and enjoyment, and for biodiversity. To
promote the site’s habitat connectivity, we are working with
neighbouring farmers to create and restore species-rich hedgerows.
We believe these actions further the Purposes of the National Park
because we are looking after nature, heritage, and people.

Links to Management Plans
National Parks

e Bannau Brycheiniog
e Eryri

e Pembrokeshire Coast

National Landscapes

e Anglesey

e Clwydian Range and Dee Valley
e Gower

e Llgn

o  Wye Valley



https://future.bannau.wales/
https://authority.eryri.gov.wales/the-authority/partnerships/cynllun-eryri/
https://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/partnership-plan/
https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Residents/Countryside/Areas-of-Outstanding-Natural-Beauty-AONBs/Anglesey-AONB-Management-Plan.aspx
https://www.clwydianrangeanddeevalleyaonb.org.uk/article/management-plan/
https://www.swansea.gov.uk/gowermanagement
https://www.ahne-llyn-aonb.org/The-AONB-Management-Plan
https://www.wyevalley-nl.org.uk/caring-for-wye-valley-aonb/management-plans/

Screening Criterion 2: The site is likely

to be important for biodiversity

Purpose

Check if your site is likely to already support biodiversity, or is
clearly on a path to do so, and is therefore worth a full

assessment.

Assessment

Supporting evidence (tick any that apply):

1. Does more than 50% of the site contain priority habitats?

(Review the list here)

O There is evidence of priority native species using your site (e.g.
for feeding, nesting, breeding, dispersal)

[ Your site has an existing designation (e.g. Local Wildlife Site,
Local Nature Reserve)

O Your site is connected to other nature-rich areas (e.g.
designated sites, Naturfa sites)

[0 Anecdotal reports support the presence of priority habitats and
species

Yes (go to question 3)

ONo (go to question 2)

2. Is less than 50% covered by priority habitat, but with a clear

plan and actions underway to create priority habitat?

OYes (go to question 3)

ONo (end of screening)

3. Is the site’s management intended to deliver positive,

sustained biodiversity outcomes?

OYes (proceed to Step 2)

[ONo (end of screening)

11

Note — Sites unlikely to qualify

e Land with >25% cover of agriculturally sown species

e Temporary or rotational measures (e.g. winter bird cover
crop, fallow crop margins)

e Small, semi-natural fragments in intensively managed
landscapes (e.g. municipal parks, formal/domestic
gardens, arboreta, roadside verges)

e Forests managed primarily for commercial timber
production, intended for logging.

e Measures applying to a single/few species over a wide
geographical area, with no/limited benefit to the

broader ecosystem.



https://nrwwbp.blob.core.windows.net/media/documents/masterss7habitatslistmay_2016_PAnCU3U.pdf
https://nrwwbp.blob.core.windows.net/media/documents/master_s7_species_list_may_2016_final_5bjvBCJ.pdf

Guidance

Your site is likely to be important for biodiversity if it contains
habitats that are rare or important in Wales (‘priority habitats; e.g.
unimproved neutral grassland, traditional orchards, semi-natural
broadleaf woodland). Whilst condition may vary, the presence of
these habitats is a strong reason to proceed to full assessment.

If your site is in the early stages of recovery, it may not yet meet
the requirements for Naturfa status, but it could still qualify
under the Naturfa pathway if:

e Less than 50% of the site is priority habitat

e There is stable governance and a clear management plan

e Actions to create/enhance habitat are underway

e Monitoring is in place to track progress and guide next
steps

At this screening stage, you only need reasonable confidence that
the site supports biodiversity or is on a clear path to doing so.

Your evidence might include:

o Satellite or aerial imagery (< 5 years old) showing priority
habitats.

o Designation as a Site of Importance for Nature

Conservation or Local Nature Reserve.
o The latest local biodiversity records of habitat indicator

species.

12

» Evidence of management interventions to maintain and
enhance biodiversity on the site (e.g. a management plan
with intended objectives and timeframes).

« Evidence of connectivity to nature-rich areas (e.g.
designated sites, Naturfa sites)

o Anecdotal reports (in support of the above)

You will need to provide further evidence to confirm important
biodiversity value during the full assessment.

A wide range of resources are available to support your screening.

Important: Management should aim for positive, sustained
biodiversity outcomes, whether these are a primary or secondary
objective, or a by-product. Sites are unlikely to qualify if they are
dominated by industrial environmentally damaging activities,
using temporary measures, or are focused on single-species

measures at the expense of ecosystems (see Note above).



https://nrwwbp.blob.core.windows.net/media/documents/masterss7habitatslistmay_2016_PAnCU3U.pdf
http://citations.lercwales.org.uk/index_sinc
http://citations.lercwales.org.uk/index_sinc
https://datamap.gov.wales/layers/inspire-nrw:NRW_LNR
https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/public/search
https://datamap.gov.wales/layers/inspire-nrw:NRW_SSSI

Step 2. Consent for Full
Assessment

Purpose

To confirm that the people and/or organisations with authority to
make and carry out management decisions for the site (the
governing authority) give their Free, Prior, and Informed
Consent (FPIC) for a full Naturfa assessment. This provides a fair,

documented basis for proceeding.

Note: This consent does not mean agreement for Naturfa recognition.
Separate consent will be required later if the site qualifies and is verified by
Welsh Government.

Guidance

Consent for a full assessment must be free, prior, and informed: it
is voluntary, given before the assessment starts, and based on clear,

accessible information.

Consent must be given by the landowner and by any other
people or organisations with responsibility for deciding how the

land is managed, where management decisions are shared or

13

delegated (for example long-term tenants, commoners, local
authorities, or conservation bodies). These decision-makers are

referred to as the ‘governing authority’

The governing authority normally leads the assessment but may
ask another party to carry it out on their behalf. Where this
happens, their written consent is required.

People who hold rights or use the land but do not make
management decisions should be consulted where appropriate,
but do not need to give consent.

Engagement with others (optional but encouraged)

We encourage engaging with other relevant stakeholders during
the assessment process. Doing so can help you benefit from local
knowledge, share ideas, and explore opportunities for
collaboration. Potential stakeholders may include people or
groups who are involved with, live near, or have reasonable
interest in how the land is managed. For example, the Local
Nature Partnership, a neighbouring landowner, local community
members, or a conservation volunteer group. Engagement should

be proportionate and practical.

Tip: Use a Stakeholder Register to record who was approached
and engaged, why they are relevant, and the level of

engagement.




Identify site governance

Before documenting consent, identify how your site is governed:

Governance type (drop down menu)

Choose an item.

Who is the governing authority of your proposed site?

Click or tap here to enter text.

(a) Governance by government: National ministry or agency,
Sub-national ministry or agency, Government-delegated
management (e.g. to an environmental non-governmental
organisation (eNGO)).

Examples: Welsh Government; a Designated
Landscape body; a local authority

(b) Shared governance: Transboundary governance,
Collaborative governance, Joint governance
Examples: A landowner and commoners on
common land; A local planning authority and
landowner on land with a Section 106
agreement/planning condition control; Sites
owned and managed by multiple organisations.

14

(c) Private governance: Individual landowners, Non-profit
organisations, For-profit organisations
Examples: eNGOs; Utility companies; Private
estates; Farmers (Owner-occupier)

(d) Governance by Local communities: Community
conserved areas
Examples: Land owned and managed by a

community group, Town and Community Council

land

© Hawlfraint y Goron / © Crown copyright (2026) Cymru Wales




Documenting consent

To proceed to a full assessment, consent must now be documented.

Before consenting, please review ‘What Naturfa status means for
you; to understand the rights, responsibilities, and commitments
involved, ‘Preparing for the Full Assessment; so you know what

evidence and information will be required. Ideally, familiarise

yourself with Step 3. Full Assessment so you are aware of the

criteria you will be assessing. You may also refer to existing

guidelines on obtaining free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC).

If you are the governing authority (e.g. the landowner or
their employee)

I agree that consent has been granted by the governing
authority to carry out and submit the full assessment.

] Yes

Date of consent

Click or tap to enter a date.

If applicable:

Names of any other rights holders or stakeholders involved

Click or tap here to enter text.

Email address(es)

Name of the organisation/group/individual carrying out the

full assessment

Click or tap here to enter text.

Click or tap here to enter text.

I confirm that all relevant rights holders have been identified

and consulted, where appropriate.

Email address

Click or tap here to enter text.

Has the boundary of the area to be assessed been agreed by the
governing authority and relevant rights holders?

U1 Yes (Please attach evidence of consultation alongside your

application, if applicable)

Date of consultation

Click or tap to enter a date.

Choose an item.

15



https://fpic.info/media/library/resources/directrices-para-la-aplicacion-del-consentimiento-/CI_FPIC-Guidelines-English.pdf
https://fpic.info/media/library/resources/directrices-para-la-aplicacion-del-consentimiento-/CI_FPIC-Guidelines-English.pdf

If you are not the governing authority (e.g.a
contractor/advisor)

When demonstrating consent from the governing authority, and
consultation with relevant rights holders, you should document

the consultation process: who was consulted, what information

was shared, and whether conditions for consent were agreed
upon. The questions below will help you document the
consultation process.

Description of the consultation process

Click or tap here to enter text.

Information provided to the parties giving their consent

Name of the organisation/group/individual carrying out the

full assessment

Click or tap here to enter text.

Conditions attached to consent (if applicable)

Click or tap here to enter text.

Email address

Click or tap here to enter text.

Click or tap here to enter text.

Has the boundary of the area to be assessed been agreed by the

governing authority and relevant rights holders?

What is your relation to the site’s governing authority?
y g g y

Choose an item.

Click or tap here to enter text.

[ agree that consent has been granted by the governing
authority to carry out and submit the full assessment.

Date of consultation with governing authority and relevant
rights holders

U1 Yes (Please attach proof of consent alongside your application)

Date of consent

Click or tap to enter a date.

Click or tap to enter a date.

16




What Naturfa status means for you

In giving FPIC for a full assessment, it’s important that all
involved parties understand what Naturfa status means in
practice. This ensures consent is fully informed and that Naturfa
recognition remains robust and meaningful in delivering Wales’
30by30 target.

o Naturfa status is a voluntary recognition, not a legal
designation.

e Ifyour site is recognised, you retain full ownership and
management rights.

As Welsh Government we will agree to:

e Award Naturfa status, subject to verified assessment.
e Revoke Naturfa status at any time, either upon your
request or if the site no longer meets the Naturfa criteria.

As the governing authority you will notify Welsh
Government of:

e Changes to the named lead contact for the site.

e Change of land ownership where the new landowner is
not bound by the long-term assurance for the Naturfa site.

o Significant changes to the site boundary.

o Significant changes to site management.

e Significant incidents of damage to the site.

17

As the governing authority you agree to:

A recognition verification visit

Other potential visits if there are major changes to the site
or management

The site name, boundary, biodiversity value, governance
type, summary management plan, and summary of
management effectiveness of the Naturfa site only, being
published on national (Wales 30by30 portal TBD) and
international public reporting databases, including the
World Database on Protected and Conserved Areas
(WDPCA).

Report on management effectiveness at least once every 5
years (frequency to be agreed with Natural Resources
Wales).

If you have questions around any of the above requirements,

please get in touch: 30x30inWales@gov.wales



https://www.protectedplanet.net/en
mailto:30x30inWales@gov.wales

Preparing for the Full Assessment Have you taken steps to involve and collaborate with others where

possible, in ways that are fair and inclusive?

This section summarises what you’ll need to prepare for the full Supporting information you will need:

assessment. For detailed guidance, please prefer to the full
assessment itself. e A map showing the coverage of habitats on the site (e.g.

‘Phase 1; UKHab, SFS map)

In the full assessment, you will assess your site against five
e Geotagged habitat photos (<2 years old)

additional criteria:

e Species records (<2 years old) — ideally repeat observations

e Ciriterion 3: Biodiverse and resilient _ _ _ ) o
e Any other available information on your site’s biodiversity
Is your site important for biodiversity and is it resilient to e.g. survey data

environmental change? . . .
e A minimum 5-year management plan (including a 25-year

e Criterion 4: A defined boundary vision)

Does your site have a defined boundary? Completing the assessment typically takes at least 3 hours,

e Criterion 5: Long-term governance and management depending on the amount of supporting information you need to

' ' gather and experience with ecological assessments.
How do you plan to manage your site, and is governance secure for

at least 25 years?

Need help?

e Ciriterion 6: Evidence-based management
Please contact 30x30inWales@gov.wales using the

Is your site routinely monzitored to inform and improve subject ‘Help with Naturfa assessment’ to request

3 . c o _c
management: assistance with your application.

e Criterion 7: Equitable Governance

18
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End of Screening

Yes No Criterion
Step 1
L O Criterion 1a — Your proposed site is not

legally designated for nature conservation

O O Criterion 1b - You have demonstrated how
your site relates to the purposes of the
Designated Landscape

O O Criterion 2 — You have reasonable
confidence your site is important for
biodiversity

Step 2

O 0 You have obtained and documented free,
prior, and informed consent for a full
assessment from the governing authority

and any relevant rights holders

If you answer ‘yes’ to all criteria, your site has passed the screening
stage and can move on to a full assessment against the Naturfa
criteria.

© Hawlfraint y Goron / © Crown copyright (2026) Cymru Wales
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Step 3. Full Assessment

Introduction — Pathway to Recovery

Naturfa recognises places for nature based on the biodiversity

value they hold and the ways that value is cared for over time.

This full assessment provides a structured way of looking at five
key attributes of your site, including its importance for
biodiversity and how it is managed and governed. Together, these
attributes show how a site is delivering positive outcomes for

nature - now and for future generations.

Sites will be at different points along this journey. The assessment

therefore supports two outcomes:

o Naturfa status — for sites that are conserving existing
habitats and successfully qualify across all criteria.

o Naturfa pathway - for sites that are creating new or
restoring degraded habitats, where management

demonstrates a clear and positive trajectory.

20
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Criterion 3: Biodiverse and resilient

Nature works as a connected system, where species move between
habitats and natural processes such as pollination, seed dispersal,
and water low move across landscapes. These processes underpin
healthy ecosystems and provide benefits to people — from flood
regulation to food production.

When sites are small and disconnected, these processes break
down. Pollinators can’t reach isolated patches, seeds don’t spread,
and water flows are disrupted. This makes ecosystems less able to
cope with shocks like storms, disease, or drought.

This is why Naturfa sites are biodiverse and resilient — rich in

species and habitats, and able to adapt to pressure as part of a
wider ecological network (See Your site and Resilient Ecological
Networks)

To understand how your site contributes to resilience, we assess
the properties that create it. These are Diversity, Extent,
Condition, and Connectivity, helping ecosystems to Adapt,

recover, and resist change.
We call this DECCA:

e Diversity: Does the site support a wide range of species
and priority habitats?
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More diversity means more resilience. If one species is lost,
others can keep processes, such as pollination, going. A
greater mix of habitats supports more species overall.

e Extent: Is the site large enough to cope with pressures?
Larger areas provide an effective buffer against external
pressures, giving species space to thrive. Small, isolated

sites are more vulnerable.

¢ Condition: Is the site in good health and effectively
managed?
Condition reflects habitat quality and management of
threats. For example, intact peatlands regulate water and
store carbon far better than degraded ones, but only if

pressures such as drainage are controlled.

e Connectivity: Does the site link habitats together?
Connectivity enables species to move across landscapes,
ensuring genetic exchange and recolonisation after
disturbance. This is particularly important for small sites
lacking extent.

For Criterion 3, you will evaluate how your site contributes to a
Resilient Ecological Network using DECCA, confirming
information provided in Step 1.




3.1 Diversity
Purpose

Confirm that the site is important for biodiversity — supporting a
wide range of species and priority habitat(s).

This section addresses Wales 30by30 Criteria 1 & 2 and aligns with IUCN OECM
Criterion 4

Guidance

Naturfa sites are exemplary areas that enrich biodiversity at a
landscape scale or greater. They are intended to act as core parts of
a resilient ecological network, complementing and connecting

protected sites.

As sources of biodiversity in the wider landscape, they drive
essential ecological processes, either independently or through

connectivity with the wider network.

The following biodiversity standards set out the minimum
requirements that every Naturfa site must meet to demonstrate its

important biodiversity value and contribute to 30by30.
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Naturfa biodiversity standards
Why these standards?

1. Priority habitat should cover at least half of the site, with
any remaining areas being restored to priority habitat,
meeting the other standards listed below.

2. Vegetation should consist of at least 75% native species
cover, without any single species dominating to the extent
that it compromises structural or functional diversity.

3. Invasive non-native species should cover less than 5% of
the site.

4. There should be no evidence of severe nutrient enrichment
e.g. dominance of algae in freshwater or nutrient-
favouring species such as nettle (Urtica dioica) in terrestrial

CCOSYStCI'I'lS.

5. Structural diversity should be evident, including features
such as varied sward or canopy heights, deadwood, and
natural hydrology.

6. Support diverse native species assemblages that maintain
key ecosystem functions across multiple trophic levels (e.g.

plants/algae, grazers/browsers, predators, decomposers).



https://nrwwbp.blob.core.windows.net/media/documents/masterss7habitatslistmay_2016_PAnCU3U.pdf

Evidence sources

You can use any information available to you to support your

assessment. Using a combination of evidence sources will increase

confidence that your site is important for biodiversity.

Checklist

Essential evidence:

O

0
0

A map showing the coverage of habitats on the site (e.g.
‘Phase 1; UKHab, SFS map)

Geotagged habitat photos (<2 years old)

Species records (<2 years old) — ideally repeat observations

Additional evidence (recommended):

O

0
0
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Local record centre data (e.g. species records, eDNA
records)

Soil test data (e.g. physical, chemical, biological)
Structured survey data (such as part of national recording
schemes e.g. Breeding Bird Survey, The Great British
Hedgerow Survey)

Geotagged videos, sound recordings

Biodiversity indices (an estimate of overall species richness
and abundance)

Local knowledge and anecdotal observations (in addition
to the above)

Assessment

Compile all available information that demonstrates that the
site meets the biodiversity standards.

List and describe your evidence sources below and attach these
to your application. (e.g. .pdf, .docx, .png, .csv)

Standard Evidence source(s)

At least 50% Click or tap here to enter text.
priority habitat

At least 75% Click or tap here to enter text.
native species

cover

Less than 5% Click or tap here to enter text.

invasive non-
native species

cover

Limited Click or tap here to enter text.

nutrient input

Structural Click or tap here to enter text.
diversity

Diverse range Click or tap here to enter text.
of native

species



https://www.gov.wales/rural-grants-and-payments-geotagged-photo-guidance

Please summarise the habitats and species present on your site.
Click or tap here to enter text.

Note: If your site does not yet meet the biodiversity standards,
such as if you have recently begun creating new or restoring
existing priority habitat, you may still qualify for the Naturfa
Pathway.

" *8“%’6’*.’}5’,
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3.2 Extent
Purpose

Show how the site is large enough to maintain and enhance its
biodiversity.

This section addresses Wales 30by30 Criterion 2 and aligns with IICN OECM
Criterion 6

Guidance

There is no fixed minimum size for a Naturfa site. What matters is
whether the site is big enough to realistically achieve its objectives
and maintain its important biodiversity value.

A site’s size affects three things:

1. Ecological viability — Is there enough space for natural
processes to occur? E.g. a woodland will need sufficient
area for seeds to disperse and a new generation to grow.

2. Management feasibility - Can management
interventions be applied effectively? E.g. Rotational
grazing needs enough space to move livestock without
overgrazing,.

3. Exposure to pressures — Larger sites usually cope better
with external impacts like pollution or disturbance.
Smaller sites can still work if surrounding land use is

compatible (e.g. managed with minimal nutrient inputs)
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How to calculate size

Focus on the extent of semi-natural habitat, and exclude hard
surfaces (e.g. buildings, roads) from the total site area where
possible. If this isn’t feasible, estimate the proportion these areas
occupy. Also omit any legally designated sites (Criterion 1) within
the boundary.

Assessment

How big is the site? (km?) (km?=ha x 0.01)

Click or tap here to enter text.

If applicable, what proportion (%) of the site is hardstanding?

Click or tap here to enter text.

Explain how your site’s size and its surrounding land use
together support the ability to maintain and enhance its
biodiversity.

Click or tap here to enter text.




3.3 Condition
Purpose

Describe how you manage your site to maintain or enhance its
biodiversity.

This section addresses Wales 30by30 Criteria 4 & 6 and aligns with IUCN OECM
Criterion 6

Guidance

Condition reflects the ecological quality of the site and how well
pressures are managed. Sites in good or improving condition are
more resilient to pressures and better able to support biodiversity

and CCOSYStCI’I'l processes.

To provide a clear picture of your site’s condition, we are asking
you to address the following:

1. Past influences: Describe the factors that have influenced
its condition historically (e.g. if a site was managed
intensively in the past, the soil seed bank, and therefore
plant diversity, might have been reduced).

2. Current pressures: Explain how factors, whether inside
the site (e.g., overgrazing, human disturbance, diffuse
pollution) or outside (e.g. pollution) are negatively
impacting its biodiversity.
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3. Your management response: Explain how current

governance and management are adequately addressing

the pressures you identified.

Please identify the activities intended to maintain and/or
enhance the condition of the site. You may wish to use the
‘TUCN Restoration Typology; or Sustainable Farming
Scheme actions, to describe your interventions in a clear,

consistent way.

Some pressures (such as climate change and sea level rise)
will be beyond the control of management. These do not
exclude a site from Naturfa status, though mitigation

measures should be factored in where possible.

Foreseeable risks: Highlight risks that could affect your
site’s biodiversity in the next 10-20 years. Think about
pressures that could reasonably increase based on current
trends or known plans e.g. an invasive species is present in
the region and is likely to spread to the site in 10 years.
Issues beyond any reasonable planning horizon should
not be included.



https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/content/documents/2021/iucn_restoration_intervention_typology.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme

Assessment

What past land uses or management have shaped the site?

Click or tap here to enter text.

How is your current management addressing these pressures?

What pressures are currently affecting biodiversity on your site?
(e.g. pollution, human disturbance)?

Click or tap here to enter text.

Click or tap here to enter text.

Are there any known future risks to your site? (e.g. planned urban
development, invasive species found nearby). (If none, write state
‘None identified?)

Click or tap here to enter text.
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3.4 Connectivity
Purpose

Confirm that the site helps links habitats and species movement
across the landscape.

This section addresses Wales 30by30 Criterion 3 and aligns with IICN OECM
Criterion 4

Guidance

Connectivity means enabling species movement and ecosystem
processes (e.g. pollination, seed dispersal, water flow) to flow
across landscapes. A connected network helps species move,

recover after disturbance, and adapt to changing conditions.

Sites can enhance connectivity by acting as corridors, which
directly connect habitats, or serve as stepping stones, providing
refuge for species as they move between larger patches

throughout their life cycle.

In this section, we ask you to provide a brief description of the
site’s role in enhancing landscape connectivity, for example, by
providing a corridor linking two protected sites. You should also

document the evidence sources you used.
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Examples:

e Corridor directly linking protected sites = High
connectivity

e Stepping stone between protected sites (within 1 km) =
Moderate connectivity

e Isolated site (no other sites within 1 km) = Low
connectivity

Assessment

Describe the site’s role in providing ecological connectivity to
the wider landscape and list any supporting maps or datasets
(e.g. Priority Ecological Networks (PENs) | DataMapWales)

Click or tap here to enter text.



https://datamap.gov.wales/layergroups/geonode:nrw_priority_ecological_networks

Naturfa Pathway

A route to Naturfa status for sites early in the recovery journey.

Bringing damaged habitats back to health is critical to reversing
biodiversity loss. Whilst some sites may not yet meet the Naturfa
biodiversity standards (Criterion 3.1), we aim to recognise those
that show significant potential. Sites that demonstrate effective
governance and management, with a clear trajectory toward
meeting these standards, should be celebrated for their efforts.
This is where the ‘Naturfa pathway’ comes in.

A site may be identified for the Naturfa pathway where all other
criteria (except 3.1) have been met, where:

1. Drivers of habitat degradation and biodiversity loss are
identified with a credible, time-bound management plan
to enable removal (see Criterion 3.3).

2. Action is under way to reverse biodiversity loss (see
Criterion 3.3).

3. Baseline evidence and ongoing monitoring show the site
is on a positive trajectory towards achieving desired
outcomes (see Criterion 6).

4. Plans are adapted as recovery progresses, contributing to
the long-term maintenance of a resilient, functioning

ecosystem (see Criterion 5).
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After reaching the biodiversity standards, please resubmit
Criterion 3.1 to move toward Naturfa status.

Assessment

Only fill this section in if your site does not yet fulfil Criterion
3.1.

Briefly outline an estimated timeframe for achieving the
biodiversity standards.

E.g. Short term (1-2 years), Medium term (3-5 years), Long-term (5
years +)

Click or tap here to enter text.

Checklist
Please provide the following:

[J A map of habitats presently on your site
[J A map of habitats you aim to create
[J Geotagged photos of your site (<2 years old)




Criterion 4: A defined boundary

Purpose

Map and confirm the boundary of the site being assessed.
Guidance

Your proposed site should have clear boundaries that can be
shown on a map. Existing limits of land use and rights will often

form the basis for determining boundaries.
Boundaries may follow, for example:

* Natural features (e.g. hedgerows, rivers)
* Land ownership
 Existing farm or field boundaries

Sites may include land, water, or a mix of both (e.g. fields, ponds,

streams, coastal or marine areas).
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Mapping and measuring your boundary
Tip: You can complete this step online using our survey tool:
https://datamap.gov.wales/survey/Naturfa/ .

You may:

e Use any relevant geographic information system (GIS)
software to record your site boundary. A free, browser-
based option is geojson.io | powered by Mapbox . Please
email the boundary map as a. GeoJSON, .shp, or .gpkg file
to 30x30inWales@gov.wales, using the subject “Naturfa
boundary map”.

e Share information on how the boundary map may be
accessed if it is already publicly available on an online
database.

e Scan/photograph a paper map showing a clear boundary.
Please scan/photograph and email it with the subject
“Naturfa paper map” to 30x30inWales@gov.wales

Please refer to our privacy policy for more information on how
this information will be stored and used.



https://datamap.gov.wales/survey/Naturfa/
https://geojson.io/#map=6.68/52.377/-4.164
mailto:30x30inWales@gov.wales
mailto:30x30inWales@gov.wales

Assessment

Is your site mapped with a clear boundary? (drop down)

Choose an item.

Describe how the boundary of the site is defined (e.g. by natural
features, ownership, administrative)

Click or tap here to enter text.

Is the boundary information available as a GIS file or a scanned
paper map? (drop down)

Choose an item.

Is the boundary publicly available on an online database? (drop

down)

Choose an item.

If Yes, it can be accessed as follows (e.g. field parcel number or
database URL): Click or tap here to enter text.
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Criterion 5: Long-term governance and
management

Purpose

Describe your site’s long-term vision and show that governance
and management will support its biodiversity over the long-term.
‘Long-term’ means in perpetuity (not temporary or time limited),
evidenced by mechanisms that provide at least 25 years of

security.

This section addresses Wales 30by30 Criterion 4 and aligns to IICN OECM
Criterion 7

Guidance

Long-term security is a cornerstone of Naturfa status, ensuring
nature recovery is sustained and future generations can
experience a place of nature. This permanence depends on
governance and management that endure over time, shaped by

each site’s ecological, social, and economic context.

To qualify, your site should have clear objectives that include
biodiversity - whether as a primary, secondary, or ancillary goal -
with the intent and likely ability to deliver over the long term.
You should also provide evidence that gives confidence your
arrangements will last at least 25 years, ideally permanently.
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Your long-term vision and management plan
Your site should have a documented management plan that
includes:

* Near-term objectives and actions, covering at least the next
S years.

*  Your long-term vision, ideally 25 years or more.

*  Scheduled reviews to adapt and sustain biodiversity

outcomes.

Tip: If you don’t already have a management plan, you can use

our template to get started.

Securing a legacy

Permanence can never be guaranteed, but evidence today can give
confidence that governance, management, and resourcing are
robust and likely to endure. There’s no single way to show this —
different sites will have different evidence. The more evidence you
can provide, the stronger the case. This might include:

* Legal agreements that transcend ownership changes.

* Ofhicial agreements, accreditations, or non-statutory
designations recognised by public authorities.

* Arrangements showing continuity (e.g. organisational
policies embedding biodiversity objectives, succession

plans, multi-year funding commitments).




Assessment

What is the role of biodiversity in how you manage your site?

OPrimary (the main purpose of management)
OSecondary (important but not the main purpose)

OAncillary (a positive by-product of other activities)

In summary, what is your long-term vision for the site, and what

are your key management objectives for the next five years?

purposes of managing the site, and how are biodiversity
outcomes integrated into these activities? (if applicable)

If biodiversity is not the primary objective, what are the main

Click or tap here to enter text.

Click or tap here to enter text.

Does your site have a management plan covering a 5-year

period, with a long-term vision (ideally 25+ years)?

OYes - Please attach your management plan.

CONo
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What mechanisms give confidence that governance and
management of the site will continue for at least 25 years (ideally

permanently)?
You might consider:

* Is ownership likely to change in the next 25 years?

* Is there a historic precedent of management for
biodiversity?

*  What financial or other arrangements will help maintain
management over time?

*  Are there agreements or plans to ensure continuity if
ownership changes? (If not, what steps are being

considered?)




Click or tap here to enter text.
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Criterion 6: Evidence-based management
Purpose

Show how routine monitoring and evidence are used to test and

adapt management over time.

This section addresses Wales 30by30 Criterion S and aligns with IICN OECM
Criterion 7

Guidance

Nature conservation is dynamic. Conditions always change, so
management must adapt in response, using reliable data rather
than assumptions. Evidence-based management means using
information to guide decisions, improving your site’s biodiversity
value. Importantly, monitoring is not an end in itself — it is

valuable only when it informs and improves management.

Using Evidence to Inform Management

In the ‘Diversity’ section, you identified the biodiversity value of
your site. Monitoring should target the key habitats or species
that indicate site condition, allowing you to learn, improve and
adapt your management. These priorities may change.

Monitoring can be simple or advanced, depending on your site’s
scale and resources — from photos and local records to structured
surveys or the latest technology. The essential point is that
evidence routinely feeds back into, and improves, management
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decisions. Monitoring frequency should reflect how quickly
features respond to interventions and be undertaken in line with

ecological cycles (e.g. breeding seasons).

Assessing confidence in your evidence
Not all evidence is equal. Some types provide stronger insights
into management effectiveness — essentially, your level of

‘confidence’
Consider confidence as a product of:

¢ Information Reliability - How robust is the evidence?
Was it collected using established methods and supported
by verifiable data (e.g. photographs, direct observations
from experienced field surveyors)?

¢ Relevance — How closely does the evidence relate to the
features and outcomes being assessed? Is it recent and
specific to the site/feature?

e Source — How trustworthy is the source? Is it authoritative
and unbiased? Is it anecdotal and does it suffer from a
conflict of interest?

Confidence also grows when multiple independent

sources support the same conclusion. If sources conflict,
confidence is reduced depending on the quality of each source.
Where disagreement exists, it should be documented, and its

implications for management clearly explained.




Minimum expectations

At a minimum, you should:

e Use simple, repeatable, and observation-based methods to
routinely identify changes in site condition.

e Demonstrate how these methods inform and improve
management decisions.

For example, this could involve regularly taking photographs at
fixed points to detect changes in vegetation structure (e.g.
EarthTrack), remote-sensing to identify changes in habitat extent
(e.g. Google Earth), recording plant species diversity in fixed
quadrats or transects (E-surveyor, PlantPortal), or passive acoustics
(e.g. chirrup, BTO Acoustic Pipeline) to identify changes to
soundscapes and species diversity.

There is no maximum - more data and higher confidence in your

interventions is always better.
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Assessment

What habitats or species are you focusing on for monitoring,
and why are they good indicators of site condition?

Click or tap here to enter text.

How do you monitor these features, and how often?

Click or tap here to enter text.



https://livingearthhub.org/tools/earthtrack-app-information/
https://earthengine.google.com/timelapse#v=52.14731,-5.59809,6.05,latLng&t=0.19&ps=50&bt=19840101&et=20221231
https://esurveyor.ceh.ac.uk/
https://plantportal.ceh.ac.uk/
https://chirrup.ai/
https://app.bto.org/acoustic-pipeline/public/login.jsp?gtl=data-home%2Fdata-home.jsp

How does the evidence you collect influence your management
decisions? Please give an example of how monitoring has led to
a change or improvement.

Click or tap here to enter text.

List and attach any supporting evidence of your monitoring
activity e.g. recent site visits, monitoring reports, desk-based
evaluation exercises.

Click or tap here to enter text.

How confident are you in the evidence you use? Consider its
reliability (methods), relevance (recent and site-specific), and
source (authoritative or anecdotal).

(Optional) How do you share biodiversity data on your site?
(see Note).

Click or tap here to enter text.

Click or tap here to enter text.
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Note: Open biodiversity data

Sharing your data maximises its value, such as showcasing to
others the results of your management or promoting scientific
understanding of different species.




Criterion 7: Equitable governance
Purpose

Show that the governance and management of your site is
equitable — respectful, participatory, and fair in how decisions are
made and how the impacts are considered.

This section addresses Wales 30by30 Criterion 7 and IUCN OECM Criterion 8
Guidance

Equitable governance is about how decisions on your site are
made and who has a voice. It means that people with a legitimate
interest, whether through legal rights, local connection, or
practical involvement, are recognised, informed, and able to

contribute where appropriate.
In practice, ‘governing equitably’ involves three parts:

1. Recognition: People with a stake in the site are
acknowledged and respected, including their relevant
rights, knowledge, values, and ways of working.

2. Participation: Decisions are made in ways that are
inclusive and accountable, with transparency supporting
trust and understanding.

3. Fair handling of impacts: Thinking about who may be
affected by how the site is managed, involving them in a
proportionate way, and explaining decisions clearly.
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Equity matters because it builds trust. When people feel heard,
see their values respected, and can see that decisions are made in a
clear and fair way, they are more likely to support the
management of the site in the long-term, even when trade-offs are
involved. Trust is essential for sustaining the biodiversity
outcomes intended for your site.

Your governance approach

Every site is different. What is fair and inclusive depends on local
circumstances that can change over time. There is no fixed model
or formal structure required. What is reasonable depends on the
site’s size, purpose, and the number of people involved in

management.

Participation should be proportionate and focused on matters
where wider input would add value; particularly where decisions
may affect others.

Those with legal responsibility for the site retain the ultimate say
on management decisions. Engagement informs decisions; it does

not constrain them.

Equitable governance can be demonstrated through simple,

practical actions, for example:

* Talking early with neighbours or relevant local groups
when shaping management objectives.




+ Offering a chance to comment before decisions are
finalised (where others may be affected).
*  Keeping communication open, so issues can be raised and

handled constructively.

Participation does not mean equal decision-making power. It
means that views are acknowledged and considered in a
meaningful way. Transparency does not require publishing
sensitive business information. A publicly accessible summary of
your long-term vision and management plan is often sufficient.
Doing so could invite learning, collaboration, or investment

opportunities.

We recognise there may be reasonable constraints e.g. limited
resources, confidentiality requirements, or the practicalities of
managing a working site. These should be explained in your
response. What matters most is evidence of a good-faith effort and

a clear, manageable pathway for improvement over time.
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Assessment

Who do you have an ongoing relationship with around the site,
and see as having a legitimate interest in how it is managed? Why
do these people or groups matter in the context of the site?

E.g. the local community, neighbours, local contractors, volunteers

Click or tap here to enter text.

How do you involve others (e.g. the local community or other
relevant groups) when making or implementing management

decisions?

E.g. Providing early opportunities for input on plans, working with

local partners to implement management

You may also wish to describe whether these relationships have
been helpful for site management in any way e.g. by improving

understanding, avoiding issues, or shaping decisions.




Click or tap here to enter text.

How do you usually keep people informed about what is

happening on the site and why decisions are being made?

E.g. Sharing updates through podcasts/social media/newsletters/website,
regular conversations with neighbours, open days, signage

Click or tap here to enter text.

40

Are there any ways your management affects other people,
positively or negatively, and if so, how do you usually handle that?

E.g. Giving advance notice of restrictions or management works,
limiting disruption where possible, creating and maintaining public
access, providing local training or employment opportunities

Click or tap here to enter text.

[s there anything about your site or capacity that limits how

much involvement or communication is realistic?

E.g. Site remoteness, limited staff/time, funding constraints

Click or tap here to enter text.




Your site
Purpose

Naturfa sites are about people as much as they are about nature.
We would like you to show the personal and cultural significance
of the site. This helps assessors understand the values and
motivations behind its management, complementing the

information provided elsewhere in the assessment.

Guidance

Sites that are important for biodiversity hold meaning for the
people who care for them. This could include personal
attachment, lived cultural connections, historic associations,
community identity, socio-economic value, recreation, education,
or simply a sense of place - cynefin. Sharing this perspective helps
explain the relationship between people and the site, and how
that relationship shapes its care over time.

Tip: Historic place names or heritage features can add useful
background on local history or a sense of place. See the

Historic Place Names of Wales or Cof Cymru — National

Historic Assets of Wales .
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Assessment

In your own words, what does this site mean to you or your

community?

Click or tap here to enter text.

Summarise any cultural or historic significance associated with
the site, if any.

E.g. Heritage features, traditional practices, long-standing local
associations, or other cultural meaning linked to the place. Not all

sites will have relevant cultural or historic significance.

Click or tap here to enter text.



https://historicplacenames.rcahmw.gov.uk/placenames/map
https://cadwpublic-ui.azurewebsites.net/
https://cadwpublic-ui.azurewebsites.net/

Assessment Checklist &
Next Steps

Use this table to check each criterion has been completed.

Complete?

Criterion

3.1 Biodiverse & resilient - Diversity

3.2 Biodiverse & resilient - Extent

3.3 Biodiverse & resilient - Condition

3.4 Biodiverse & resilient - Connectivity

Naturfa pathway (if applicable)

4 A defined boundary

5 Long-term governance and management

6 Evidence-based management

Oo|goggo g g

7 Equitable governance

Once your assessment has been completed, please submit it (and

any supporting information) to: 30x30inWales@gov.wales with

the subject ‘Naturfa site assessment submission; including the

name of the site.
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What happens next?

Step 4

Welsh Government, with the Biodiversity Strategic
Implementation Group (an assembly of key stakeholders),
reviews your submission and checks whether the
information provided meets the Naturfa criteria.
Assessment data will be verified, which may include a site
visit.

A baseline effective management score will be agreed
using the MEPCA tool (see ‘Error! Reference source not

found.).

Step 5

If your site meets all Naturfa criteria, it will be granted full
Naturfa status.

If your site is on the Naturfa pathway, it will be publicly
recognised as such, transitioning to Naturfa status once
Criterion 3.1 has been met.

Consent to recognition.

Step 6

Recognised sites will be submitted to the national Wales
30by30 portal (in development), with relevant details
submitted to international reporting, including the World
Database on Protected and Conserved Areas (WDPCA),

ensuring Wales’ contribution to global biodiversity targets.



mailto:30x30inWales@gov.wales
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en

Final declaration

I confirm that, to the best of my knowledge, the
information provided is accurate and complete. I
understand that any significant omissions or
misrepresentations that could affect eligibility under the
Naturfa criteria may lead to the withdrawal of recognition
under the Naturfa pathway or the revocation of Naturfa
status

[1Yes

End of assessment form.

© Hawlfraint y Goron / © Crown copyright (2026) Cymru Wales
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Glossary

In development

Biodiversity
The variety and complexity of life - within species (genes), across

species, and ecosystems. Biodiversity definition | Biodiversity A-Z

T

Designated Landscapes

Areas in Wales, designated as National Parks or National
Landscapes, where the interaction of people and nature over time
has produced a distinct character with significant ecological,
cultural, and scenic value. Protection focuses on maintaining this

interaction. They are recognised as Category V Protected Areas.

Protected areas definition | Biodiversity A-Z

Designated sites / Protected sites

Areas formally identified for their biodiversity importance, often
under national or international frameworks. Examples include
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas, and Ramsar sites
Natural Resources Wales / Find protected areas of land and sea

Ecosystems
A community of living things (plants, animals, and
microorganisms) interacting with each other and with their
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surroundings (soil, water, and air) as one connected system.
Ecosystem definition | Biodiversity A-Z.

Equity

Fairness in governance and management, ensuring recognition of
rights, inclusive decision-making, and fair distribution of benefits
and costs Guidance on other effective area-based conservation
measures (OECMs) | IUCN Library System

FPIC (Free, Prior and Informed Consent)
Consent given freely, without coercion, prior to activities, and
based on full information about potential impacts, respecting

customary decision-making processes IHRB - What is Free, Prior
and Informed Consent (FPIC)?

Governance

How decisions are made and how power and responsibilities are
exercised in a group, organization, or society Governance
definition | Biodiversity A-Z

Governing authority

The entity (individual, organisation, or body) with responsibility
for managing a site and making decisions about its use and
conservation Guidance on other effective area-based conservation
measures (OECMs) | IUCN Library System



https://www.biodiversitya-z.org/content/biodiversity
https://www.biodiversitya-z.org/content/protected-areas
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/find-protected-areas-of-land-and-sea/?lang=en
https://www.biodiversitya-z.org/content/ecosystem
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51773
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51773
https://www.ihrb.org/resources/what-is-free-prior-and-informed-consent-fpic
https://www.ihrb.org/resources/what-is-free-prior-and-informed-consent-fpic
https://www.biodiversitya-z.org/content/governance
https://www.biodiversitya-z.org/content/governance
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51773
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51773

Priority habitat

Semi-natural habitats of principal importance for the purpose of
maintaining and enhancing biodiversity in relation to Wales.
Listed under Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016.
Section 7 - Wales Biodiversity Partnership

Resilient Ecological Network (REN)

A connected network of habitats designed to improve ecological
resilience and support nature recovery across Wales. RENs link
core biodiversity areas (such as protected sites) with surrounding
landscapes to allow species movement, maintain ecosystem
processes, and provide multiple benefits for biodiversity and
human well-being. They are based on principles of diversity,
extent, condition, and connectivity, ensuring ecosystems can resist,
recover, and adapt to pressures like climate change and habitat
loss Natural Resources Wales / Practitioners’ guide to Resilient

Ecological Networks

Rights holder

Individuals or groups who hold legal or customary rights relating
to a site. All people are rights holders under human rights law,
but in biodiversity contexts, this often refers to those with land

tenure or resource rights Rights-holders definition | Biodiversity
A-Z
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Stakeholder

Individuals and communities whose lives might be affected,
positively or negatively, by a project, and those who can influence
its outcomes. [UCN



https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/en/legislation-guidance/section-7/
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/land-management/practitioners-guide-to-resilient-ecological-networks/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/land-management/practitioners-guide-to-resilient-ecological-networks/?lang=en
https://www.biodiversitya-z.org/content/rights-holders
https://www.biodiversitya-z.org/content/rights-holders
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/esms-stakeholder-engagement-guidance-note.pdf

Supplementary Information

Involving others

Involving others during the assessment process can help you
benefit from local knowledge, share ideas, and explore
opportunities for collaboration. Potential stakeholders may
include people or groups who are involved with, live near, or have
reasonable interest in how the land is managed. You may consider
engaging with any of the following:

e Youth and future generations (e.g. youth councils, local
schools, Young Farmers’ Clubs, new farming entrants).

e Neighbouring landowners and land managers.

e Local communities with access/use interests (e.g.
walkers, anglers).

e Local authorities (e.g. the county council).

e Town and Community Councils

e Relevant government bodies (e.g. Natural Resources
Wales, Cadw).

e Environmental non-governmental organisations.

e Academic institutions conducting research in the area
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Local private sector actors with operational or
economic interests in the area (e.g. tourism, farming,
developers, biodiversity credit investors).

Utility and infrastructure companies (e.g. DWr Cymru
Welsh Water, Hafren Dyfrdwy, National Grid)
Downstream or adjacent communities affected by site
management (e.g. water flow).

Local Nature Partnerships.




Your site and Resilient Ecological Networks

In the past, conservation in Wales focused on protecting
individual sites — many of them small, fragmented, and isolated.
These places are vital, but on their own they’re vulnerable to
climate change, pollution, and other pressures. We now look
beyond individual boundaries to understand how sites work
together across the landscape.

Naturfa takes this wider view by recognising how sites contribute
to Resilient Ecological Networks (RENSs) — a landscape-scale
approach to managing and connecting biodiversity-rich habitats.

Naturfa sites, alongside effectively managed protected sites, form
the nature-rich, core of RENS. Sites on the pathway to Naturfa
status (and protected sites undergoing recovery) expand the space
for nature to thrive.

These core areas are supported by a surrounding landscape
managed in ways that reduce pressures on biodiversity and allows
species and natural processes to move freely.
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E A Resilient Ecological Network i}

Site on the Naturfa

Pathway

Surrounding landscape

providing connectivity
and reducing pressures
on biodiversity



https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/land-management/practitioners-guide-to-resilient-ecological-networks/

Rationale for Naturfa biodiversity standards
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1.

Priority habitats are recognised as being nationally
important for biodiversity and often support species of

conservation concern.

Sites with <25% improved agricultural grass species and/or
white clover are defined as semi-natural and afforded some
protection through Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations.

Furthermore, native species form the foundation of our
ecosystems, supporting food webs and ecological
processes. However, resilience is reduced where key
ecosystem functions (e.g. pollination) are dominated and
dependent on a single or few species. Maintaining a
diverse assemblage of native species cover across
functional groups improves resilience against disturbance.
In a grassland, for example, this could be a mixture of
grasses, sedges, legumes, and flowers that collectively
contribute to photosynthesis, fix nitrogen, give habitat

structure, and offer pollinator resources.

Invasive non-native species can outcompete native flora
and fauna, disrupt ecological processes, and reduce habitat
quality. Limiting their presence helps maintain ecosystem

integrity and function.

4. Excess nutrients degrade the condition of habitats, often
favouring overgrowth of competitive, nutrient-favouring
species, to the detriment of other species, including

specialist species reliant on low nutrient conditions.

5. Habitat complexity creates microhabitats and niches for
different species, supporting greater biodiversity and

ecosystem resilience and function.

6. Diverse trophic roles maintain energy flow and nutrient
cycling, which are essential for sustaining the services our
wellbeing relies on. (See standard 2).



https://nrwwbp.blob.core.windows.net/media/documents/masterss7habitatslistmay_2016_PAnCU3U.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/environmental-impact-assessment-guidance
https://www.gov.wales/environmental-impact-assessment-guidance

