Wales Nature Week 2026 — Primary School Poetry Competition
Overview

As part of Wales Nature Week 2026, we have teamed up with Children’s Laureate for Wales, Nicola

Davies to run a poetry competition open to school children across Wales.

This year’s theme is In Your Neighbourhood | Yn Eich Cynefin. Pupils are invited to celebrate the wildlife
on their doorstep through poetry. Whether on the way to school, in the play yard, parks, gardens or local

streets. Nature is everywhere, from birds and bees to dandelions in pavement cracks.
The competition is open to all primary school pupils across Wales. Schools may submit up to 6 entries.
Poem Requirements:

¢ Maximum length: 1 side of A4
e Format: Typed or clearly handwritten

e Style: Free verse or rhyming (e.g. sonnet)
Activity Ideas (KS1 & KS2)
1. Nature Walks

e Explore the school grounds or local area
e Encourage pupils to note what they see, hear, smell and feel

e Focus on small, everyday nature as well as bigger wildlife
2. Sit and Observe

e Quiet observation in a natural space (playground, garden, park)

e Pupils record details of birds, plants, insects and surroundings
3. Daily Nature Diary

e Observe the same outdoor view over a week

e Track changes in weather, light, plants and animals
4. Species Focus

e Pupils choose one plant or animal to research and write about

e Encourage curiosity and discovery (even common species)
Writing Guidance:

o Use the senses: what can you see, hear, touch, smell?
¢ Include feelings and emotions about nature
e Focus on detail and observation

e Poems can be about anything in nature, big or small



KS3 Extension (Optional)

Older pupils may explore ‘Rewilding Wales’ - imagining the return of lost species and writing creatively

about nature in the future.
Submission Guidance:

Schools select and submit up to 6 entries and send to Nicola Davies on

gaiawarriors.davies@googlemail.com by Friday June 5.
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