
After gaining national Bee Friendly 
status, in 2024, Flintshire County Council 
are committed to continuing to deliver 
action for pollinators across the County, 
benefitting nature and communities. 

Case Study

Flintshire County Council:   
Local authority wide bee friendly action   

Food & Five Star 
Accommodation: Creating 
habitat for pollinators
•	 Wildflower and grassland management: 

Flintshire have implemented changes 
to our mown estate management, 
48Ha of previously mown estate is 
now in management for wildflower 
diversity. Grass cutting policy promotes 
pollinator‑friendly management. 
Management for wildflower sites is 
informed by site survey and will be 
appropriate to the type of site. Methods 
such as reduced mowing, over‑seeding 
and conservation grazing have all been 
introduced.

•	 Local Seed Recovery: We are working in 
partnership with the North Wales Wildlife 
Trust using WG Local Places for Nature 
funding to protect local seed. Flintshire 
County Council have identified local 
wildflower seed donor and receptor sites, 
invested in seed harvesting machinery 
and successfully started harvesting local 
wildflower seed. This seed has been 
introduced to sites across Flintshire. 
Flintshire County Council are committed 
to growing this successful partnership 
and increasing the scope and scale of 
the project over the coming years to 
provide a supply of local provenance 
seed for use across Flintshire.

Wildflower site monitoring



•	 Tree planting: Flintshire are increasing 
pollinator habitat by coordinating an 
ongoing tree-planting programme across 
our estate, working towards the 18% 
canopy cover target (2033) set out in 
The Urban Tree and Woodland Plan 
and working with local schools and 
organisations to purchase and plant 
trees across the county. All new planting 
is mapped to provide a clear picture of 
action across the region. The expansion 
of tree cover not only enhances 
biodiversity and greenspaces but also 
creates valuable foraging and nesting 
opportunities for pollinators, particularly 
through flowering species.

•	 Urban Green infrastructure: We are 
delivering urban green infrastructure 
through cross department action. 
Green infrastructure audits have been 
included as part of all our Placemaking 
plans, the creation of a cross department 
Town centre green infrastructure working 
group allows consideration of green 
infrastructure early in wide ranging 
projects. Projects include street tree 
planting with use of innovative tree 
pits, living screens, low maintenance 
pollinator and sensory planting and green 
space and school grounds biodiversity 
enhancements. 

•	 Planting for pollinators: Flintshire County 
Council has developed guidance and is 
providing support to Town and Community 
Councils to re-plant planters across the 
county with low maintenance, resilient 
pollinator friendly planting. By introducing 
sustainable planting schemes, the initiative 
not only revitalises public spaces but also 
enhances biodiversity, creating habitats 
for bees, butterflies and other pollinators. 
This approach ensures long‑term 
environmental benefits while keeping 
maintenance requirements manageable 
for local councils. The project has also 
strengthened community engagement 
with residents and volunteers taking pride 
in greener and healthier towns in Flintshire. 
Flintshire County Council is also in the 
process of replacing traditional bedding 
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plants with more environmentally friendly 
pollinator friendly alternatives. 

•	 Mapping and monitoring our pollinator 
habitat: Flintshire are monitoring and 
mapping changes in estate management 
and habitat creation for nature. This will 
help to understand impact and our 
future contribution towards national 
biodiversity targets. In 2025 Flintshire 
started monitoring pollinators across 
our wildflower and grassland sites, 
using UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme, 
flower insect timed counts. Flintshire 
County Council carried out a series of 
Flower-Insect Timed (FIT) Counts across 
a range of grassland and meadow 
sites. Sites with greater flower density 
(e.g. >50% knapweed cover) generally 
supported higher numbers of pollinators 
compared to more isolated or sparse 
flower patches. This provides evidence 
that Flintshire’s wildflower and grassland 
management is supporting pollinator 
communities and highlights the value 
of continued monitoring to track changes 
over time and guide future habitat 
enhancement.

https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/PDFFiles/Countryside--Coast/Tree/Tree-Plan.pdf


Freedom from Pesticides: Minimise Glyphosate use
•	 Flintshire County Council is committed to 

moving away from the use of glyphosate 
for weed control. Alternative non-toxic 
weed control supports biodiversity and 
contributes to creating healthier habitats 
for pollinators, in line with Section 6 of 
the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and 
Wellbeing of Future Generations Act.

•	 Flintshire hosted an alternative weed 
control demonstration day. The day 
allowed suppliers to demonstrate 
their non-chemical methods for weed 
control. a range of land management 
professionals including Welsh 
Government, Trunk Road Agency, 

Network Rail, North Wales Wildlife 
Trust and in house departments such 
as Flintshire Streetscene, Leisure and 
Housing attended the event.

•	 We have invested grant funding obtained 
through Welsh Government’s Local 
Places for Nature Fund in a range of 
herbicide-free weed control options, 
including hot foam and heat treatments, 
mechanical weed rippers and organic 
sprays. This investment has allowed 
Flintshire County Council to provide a 
more targeted and site-specific approach 
to weed control. 



Fun: Awareness and 
education
•	 Flintshire County Council is actively 

engaging communities through 
a programme of public events, using 
the wildflower roadshow as a platform 
to raise awareness about pollinator-
friendly planting and sustainable verge 
management. In 2025, the streetscene 
and biodiversity teams spoke with over 
380 people across three major events 
(Buckley show, Hawarden festival, 
and Flintshire Meadowfest). Each event 
featured interactive elements to help 
spark conversations and challenge 
perceptions around verge management. 
At the Hawarden festival, the team 
were also joined by entomologist 
Richard Dawson who ran insect 
activities to showcase the importance of 
wildflower areas as an essential habitat. 
These provided valuable opportunities 
to encourage greater community 
involvement in shaping Flintshire’s 
green spaces. Flintshire County 
Council looks forward to building on this 
success by continuing the wildflower 
roadshow in 2026, bringing the events 
to new communities and expanding 
opportunities for residents to learn, 
share views, and celebrate the value 
of wildflowers across the county.

•	 Flintshire Eco Champions is a primary 
school programme led by Flintshire 
County Council that empowers 
pupils to take practical action for the 
environment. Through engaging sessions 
on biodiversity, climate change, energy, 
and sustainability, children learn how to 
create habitats, support wildlife, reduce 
waste, and save energy both at school 
and at home. Delivered by the council’s 
experienced learning and development 
team, the programme inspires the next 
generation of environmentally aware 
learners while demonstrating effective 
cross-department collaboration within 
the council.

Pollinator safari with entomologist Richard Dawson

Flintshire 2025 wildflower roadshow
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